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Coldstream. Strafford was summoned from Ireland to take
command against them. By 27th August he was at York,
but racked by disease and utterly worn out he could get
no farther. Conway was ordered to hold the line of the
Tyne; but on 28th August the Scots forded it at Newburn,
and the English troops fled in panic before them. Two
days later the Scots seized Newcastle; Northumberland and
Durham, were soon in their hands. In possession of the
Northern Counties; convinced of the support of the Parlia-
mentary leaders; surrounded by every evidence of popular
goodwill, they could afford to wait.

Meanwhile, the King, putting aside a petition for a new
Parliament, decided to have recourse to a constitutional de-
vice untried for centuries. A great Council of Peers was
summoned to confer with the King, and met at York on
24th September. The King immediately announced that
he had resolved to call a new Parliament in November.
Commissioners were appointed to treat with the Scots, who
with fervent protestations of loyalty declared " that their
grievances were the cause of their being In arms," and begged
the King " to settle a firm and durable peace by advice of a
Parliament". In October negotiations were opened at Ripon,
and there a treaty was concluded. There was to be a truce
for two months during which the Scots were to receive ^850
a day; the Northern Counties were to be assigned to them
as winter quarters, and the terms of a definitive treaty were
to be referred to the coming Parliament for adjudication.

While the Scots " sat still" about Newcastle the elec-
tions to the new Parliament were held. The meeting of
that Parliament opens a new chapter in English history and
in Falkland's life.Scots, 25,0x30 strong, crossed the Tweed at
